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FOR THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 


THE pocTRINE OF FREE-AGENCY CONSIDERED, AND 
COMPARED WITH THE IMMUTABILITY OF GoD'’s PUR- 
POSES. 


1. No rational intelligent being acts without design. 
Design, or purpose in acting, is the very thing that dis- 
tinguishes an intelligent being from one destitute of un- 
derstanding. Were Itosee a man exerting himself to 
accomplish no particular purpose, | should pronounce him 
an idiot. Therefore it would be the same to say there 
is no God, as to say he ever acts without design. 

2. No rational intelligent being acts with a doubtful or 
a ~ unless he.be destitute of ability to act 
with a sure’ and ii one. “Man necessarily pur- 
poses contingently, because he is unable to contro) events 
and circumstances. Man may say, I will do thus and thus, 
provided nothing transpires to alter my determination. 
Fut would man act with such a contingent purpose, if he 
knew, for certainty, and beforehand, all events? or if he 
had power to control all events? Certainly not. On the 
contrary, his design would be certein and fixed, his 'pur- 
pose unalterable. Therefore to say that God’s purpose is 
conditional, or mutable, is the same as to say that God’s 
knowledge and power are limited; which is the same as 
to say there isno God, These propositions are incontro- 
vertible. 


3. But if God uecessarily have a fixed unalterable pur- 
pose in acting, it is impossible that man should be a free- 
agent. For instance; if God designed that Jesus Chris’ 
should appear in the world at a certain period, and die in 
acertain manner, it was impossible that those through 
whose agency he came, or those through whose agency he 
died, should have acted otherwise than they did; and! 
take it there is n0 free-agency in necessarily acting in a 
particuler, definite manner. It matters not that men 
choose to act as they do, if their choice be necessarily 
such as it is, and could be no otherwise. It is not free- 
ageucy to be under the necessity of choosing to do what 


| God’s hand and counsel determined before to be done, as 
was the case in puiting Jesus to death ; but itis free-agency 
to do, or not to do, what God may have determwmed shall 
bedone. God never determinesithat any thing shail be 
done (say the advocates of free-agency) only on cond'ton 
that men determine to do the same. Thus be determined 
that Judas should betray, that Pilate should deliver, and 
that the Jews should crucify Jesus,on cond-tion that Ju- 
das should have a mind to betray, that Pilate should have 
a mind to deliver, and that the Jews should have a mind 
to crucify him. Theevent might have been otherwise, 
and it only happened to take place as God had determ ned 
it should. Onthe same ground the advocates of iree- 
agency say, that all men may or may not be saved, as they 
shall happen to choose, whatever may be God's determina- 
tion about it. Thus, in order to save the favorite doctrine 
of free-agency, God’s design is rendered equivocal ; he 
acts with nocertain unalterable purj;ose; he does thus 
or thus, provided man consents; he is deficient in wisdom 
and power; he is not God, and there is no God, 

This is the inevitable consequence of free-agency. Just 
as certain as it is that man isa free-agent, an capable of 
acting otherwise than in conformity, or subserviency to 
God’s purpose, so certain it is that there is no God. 

4. But the free-agency of man is insisted on, because, 
it is said, if man be not free, he cannot be accountable. 
Well, we have seen what is gained in this way. We 
have seen that, for the sake of saving the doctrme of man’s 
accountability, the doctrine of the Divinity is sacrificed. 
Admit then that man is free, for the -ake of having him 
accountable, and to whom shall he be accountable? He 
cannot be accountable to God, for as sure as he is free, 
that he may be accountable, there isno God. 

It is clear, therefore, that the doctrine of free-ngency 
prevents the accountability of man, though it was man- 
ufactured for the sole purp.se of making him accoun- 
table. 

5. But if man bea free-agent, that is, if God gave him 
power to act either one way or another witout regard to 
any fixed purpose, how could he be accountable, though 
his freedom should admit the existence of God ? 

It will not do to say, in this case, that God has command- 
ed man to do thus and thus, for he could not command the 
same creature that he has made free. No being has a 
right to command those who are not under his govern- 
ment ; and those who are under government are not free. 
Therefore the supposition that man is a free-agent 
amounts to this, that God has given him liberty to act as 
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he pleases. 





But if God have given him liberty to act as 
he pleases, by what right can he call him to an account ? 
It is evident that God has divested himself of the right to 
call man to an account, if he have given him liberty to 
act as he pleases. ‘Therefore, in every way that the doc- 
trine of free-ageney can be viewed, it inevitably destroys 
the doctrine of accountability. 

6. If man were a free agent, and thereby possessed the 
power of thwarting God’s purposes, and still there could 
be a God, he must be a most unhappy being ; for experi- 
ence teaches us that there is no greater source of infelicity 
than disappointment, or inability to accomplish our wishes. 
Therefore, while God desires the salvation of all men, and 
“ Hath made known unto us the mystery of his will, ac- 
cording to his good pleasure, which he hath purposed in 
himself, that in the dispensation of the fulness of times 
he might gather together in one all things in Christ,” man, 
being a free-agent, and capale of defeating God’s pur- 
pose, is able to render miserable and wretched the author 
of his being. Shali God be charged with the folly of be- 
stowing upon his creatures power over his own happiness, 
and thus of disturbing his eternal repose? This is an un- 
avoidable consequence of free-agency. 

7. If man be a free-agent, there is notruth in the scrip- 
tures. The truth of the scriptures rests on the certainty 


of prophecy. Events are said to have been foretold, and 
to have transpired aceording tothe predictions; but this 
is impossible, if man bea free-agent. An event cannot be 
foretold unless it be certain that it will take place , and no 
event can be certain to take place, in which man is con- 
cerned, unless he be under the necessity of acting in such 
amanner asto bring it about. Many events have been 
foretold, and have taken place precisely according to the 
prediction, and therefore they were fixed and sure by the 
divine purpose, and therefcre man is nota free-agent, but 
acts according to God’s design. 

8. If man act according to God’s design, and it be God's 
design to “gather together in one all things in Christ,” 
then all things will be gathered together in Christ. In 
this case there is a God, and his counsel will stand, he will 
do all his pleasure, in spite of all created powers in the 
universe. Such a God is worthy of our trust. The word 
of such a God is worthy of our belief. 

9. But if God do all his pleasure, and man have no pow- 
Can 


man be accountable for doing what he cannot avoid? 


er to defeat his designs, how is he accountable ? 


Man is accountable to 
God’s 
law demands, for his purpose is, that all men should love 


Ans. God’s purpose is his law. 


God’s law as far ashe knows it, but no farther. 


the Lord their God with all their hearts, and their neigh- 
bor as themselves. Now, although all events, and all the 
actions of men conspire to bring about this glorious design, 
and to fill the universe with love, yet so far as any individ- 
ual acts without this object in view, so far he isa sinner. 
Sin is the want of an intention corresponding with what 


God's law requires, or with what Gcd proposes to accom- 





plish. Sin will therefore be removed, the purpose of God 
will be effected, the law will be fulfilled, by man coming 
to an understanding of it, and being governed by it ; this, 
and this only is accountability to Ged. Sin reigns, in all 
its deadly power, over those who are ignorant of God's 
law and purpose; but there is no accountability in this 
case, to God’s law or purpose; for sin is not imputed 
where there is nolaw. The time is tocome when God’s 
law is to be written in the minds and hearts of men, and 
then, and then only, will they all be accountable to God. 
The writing of God’s law in the minds and hearts of 
men, is bringing them before the Judgment seat of Christ, 
where they are accountable for every word and deed 
Therefore it is written, “He shall set Judgment in the 


earth, and the isles shall wait for his law.” 


Tuis is God’s covenant unto men, when he shall take 
away their sins, (See Jer. xxxi. 31, 34. Rom. xi. 27.) 
Now, unless it be God’s purpose to write his laws in the 
hearts of all men, and thus take away their sins, (which 
would be universal salvation) all men are never to become 
accountable to God for their conduct ; but if it be God’s 
purpose thus to write his laws in the minds and hearts of 
all men, and thus to take away their sins, and if this pur- 
pose b¢ immutable, then all men will become accountable 
to God, and so all men will be saved. ‘Therefore the ac- 
countability of man depends on the unchangeable purpose 
of God, and that purpose forbids the free-agency of man. 

10. But is not the doctrine of necessity, or predestina- 
Yes, if 
it be any encouragement to disobey, to know that Almighty 


tion, calculated to encourage men to live in sin ? 


God has engaged to punish the offender in the®most con- 
digu manner, and finish all transgression ; otherwise it is 
JOHN BROOKS. 


not. 
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FOR THE 


RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 


“REASONS FOR NOT EMBRACING THE DOCTRINE OF UNI- 
VERSAL SALVATION, IN A SERIES OF LETTERS 


Frrenp.”—Connectieut Observer. 10 Letters. 


No. 1. 
To the Rev. Joel Hawes,— Hartford. 


TOA 


Sin—I make no apology for addressing these stric- 
tures to you—the substance and style of the letters being 
too obviously yours to admit a rational doubt concerning 
their authorship. Without further preface, then, 1 shall 
proceed to the investigation of their contents. 

On a careful perusal of these letters,! am persuaded 
the following statements can be fully supported ; 

1. They contain assertions, and questions in the afirma- 
tive form, as reasons and data for argument, which you do 
not, and cannot sustain. 

2. They exhibit deductions, which, if true, would de- 
stroy the very principle for which you contend. 





3. They offer «3 proof of certain tenets, scraps of scrip 
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ture, ina mutilated form, bearing obvious marks ef “hand- 
ling the word of God deceitfully.” 

These you will consider as high charges—-they are--and 
the writer is ready to hazard every thing dear te the hu- 
man heart on the event of supporting them, in their most 
literal import and extent. 

Your first appeal is to prudence, from which the follow- 
ing is a fair quotation ; 

“It is a maxim, the correctness of which you will readi- 
ly admit, that in every question of duty and happiness, 
where one side is doubtful, and the other safe, we are 
vound to take the safe side. Act according to this maxim, 
and you cannot be a Universalist. ‘Those who believe in 
a future state of retribution, and endeavor to prepare for 


it by a life of penitence and faith, will certainly be saved. 
On this point there is no doubt.” 


He must indeed be a novice, who does not perceive the 
second sentence to be a mere assumption of the very ground 
in debate, which you are bound to support, without de- 
pending on the sophistry of a petitio principii, and which 
you would support, were your power equal to your de- 
sign. Why cannot a prudent man be a Universalist ? No 
reason is given---no argument used--nor does creation fur- 
nish one. 

It is generally understood that you were settled on Cal- 
Vinistic principles, but you seem now to have taken the 
very ground for which the Calvinistic Council of Dort 
burnt Barneveldt, a disciple of James Arminius. These 
are your words ; 


“How then, in such a case, would a prudent man act ? 
He would choose the safe side. He would live and act 
like those who expect to give account, and endeavor to 
make sure his salvation on the same grounds on which 
they expect te he saved.” 


When penning this, you might not be aware that in a 
future letter, (the 9th) you would find it necessary to 
charge the Universalists with having “no uniform charac- 
ter.” 

The next passage worthy of notice is a question put into 
the affirmative form, as follows; 


“Can he then, be in hjs right mind who puts to hazard 
the interests of his soul---who shuns the path which he 
knows will infallibly conduct him to heaven, and pursues 
one which, to say the least, may lead him down to hell ?” 


This quotation contains such a palpable absurdity, and 
brings a charge so repugnant to our every day’s observa- 
tion, that it requires particular notice. The contemptible 
hypocrisy which it imputes to Universalists, is the least of 
ats deformities. With whata grace this charge comes from 
one professing a popular docirine, always the hot-bed of 
hypocrites, is left for those to decide, who_ know the most 
certain avenues to the human heart. What temptations 
ure offered by the doctrine or its defenders---what premi- 
ums can be offered, save the slander and persecution of the 
orthodox ? 

The gross absurdity of this charge, and its utter destitu- 
tion of truth, are obvious to the youngest capacity. We 
gre charged by you with embracing this doctrine, knowing 
that it is not merely false, but, that it will inevitably lead 
ws down to regions of hopeless, interminable despair, and 





that its opposite will as infallibly lead to realms of bliss, 
without alloy, and without end. Dare vou say that you 
know this, or that the assertion is supported by the most 
distant appearance of probability ? 

But what principle in the constitution of man leads him 
to seek remediless wo, ina future world, through the me- 
dium of a system, which makes him obnoxious to the de- 
rision, and persecution of knaves and fools in this? Where 
is the charm to work this miracle—-this abandonment of 
desire for happiness, implanted in every soul, which 
breathes the air, or sees the light of heaven? But is it in- 
deed so? has a Protestant Clergyman in these enlightened 
days, the termerity thus to hurl tbe thuederbolts of dam- 
nation on all who refuse tu bow the knee at the shrine of 
his motley system? Are we yet under the dictation of the 
holy mother church, out of which is no salvation ? 

In the second quotation works are the ground of accep- 
tance with God—have you “no uniform character ?” 

After inquiring for a motive for embracing universalism 
(aud very properly too, on your hypothesis) you ask ; 

“Will you say that it opens an easier and pleasanter way 
to heaven, than the doctrine which teaches a future state 
of retribution’ It may be so in respect to those who wish 
to go to heaven in their sins; but not to those who love God 
and delight in bis service.” 

The tenet of future retribution is so important in you 
system, that it seems you consider nothing easy or pleas- 
unt without it. Astonishment seems to have laid hold on 
your faculties, that any person should prefer the plan of 


;making all men holy, and conseguently happy, through 
any other medium, as easier and pleasanter, than that of 
future retribution. It is conceded, however, that men who 
desire to enjoy heaven in ‘heir sens, (who teaches this?) 
prefer another method, while those who love God, and de- 
light in his service, have very different sentiments. On 
the effect of this fear of a future retribution, I shall meet 


you with an extract from an orthodox source, I¢s harmo- 
[ny with the best feelings of a Christian’s heart, and with 
the most unyielding testimony of facts, renders it worthy of 
preservation. 


“Love, and not this fear of punishment, is that which iu- 
fluences to all acceptable obedience. It is indeed true, that 
the Scriptures speak ef a fear, which has influence in this 
obedience. But it isnot this fear of punishment. Hh is a 
filial, reverential fear, which is itselfthe fruit of love, as all 
aceeptable obedience is. Let love rule in the heart, and 
influence the obedience, and then, though all fear of pun- 
ishment be removed, obedience will still be regarded. 
Angels and saints in glory are obedient. But they have no 
fear of future punishment. ‘They are influenced by love. 
“Tis love that makes their cheerful feet,” 

“In swift obedience move.” 


And our obedience should be like theirs Indeed, all ac- 
ceptable obedience, in this respect, is like theirs. 4t is the 
fruit of love.” 


But this point will be more fully examined ina future 
number. 


The next quotation on which it is thought proper to be- 


stow the labor of criticism, is in the following words ; 


“HTow it can be honorable to God to set aside the sane- 
tions of his word, and to represent him as treating the 
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righteous and the wicked alike, it is very difficult for me 
to conceive.” 


It is certainly unfortunate for a person, who would be 
thought to act consistently, that he has‘embraced a system 
for which not merely consistency, but truth must be sacri- 
fieed. That this reproof may he fe!t, you will please re- 
member, that in the ninth letter, it is thus written ; 


“It is said that men receive in this world, al] the punish- 
ment they deserve; and therefore cannot be justly pun- 
ished in the world to come.” 


Now. Sir, [ beseech you by the fear of having no uni- 
form character, in the event of withholding the informa- 
tin, to say how you can represent us as insisting on a pun- 
ashment according to desert in this world, and atthe same 
time setting aside the sanctions of the Divine law? In 
what vart of the divine !aw is the threatening of endless 
misery appended to the violation of its commands? “He 
that hath a dream, \et him tell a dream; and he that hath 
my word, let him speak my word faithfully.” You rep- 
resent us as setting aside the sanctions of God,s law, while 
your own concession denies the truth of the charge. The 
community of which you are a member will expect a re- 
ply. 

But another remark waits for introdnetion to this sub- 
ject. You have “set aside the sanctions of the divine law” 
by the most unqualified declaration, that aman may sin as 
with a cart-rope ninety-nine years and eleven months, re- 
pent and believe as you bid him, and ascend to immediate 
glory, and neither suffer for the demerits of sin in this 
world, nor in the next; while a youth of twenty, compar- 
atively innocent, may die prematurely, without your re- 
pentance, or your belief, and welter in torments while 
God exists. Does thisavowal harmonize with other de- 
clarations, to give you a uniform character ? 

I will now call your attention once more to my third 
quotation from your Letters.—No man of common sense 
does believe it—no one can believe it, and were it nota 
forlorn hope, even you would not dare to make the asser- 
tion. Not only is the assumption viewed with pity by 
every man who knows the workings of his own heart, in 
the strong desire for happiness, but every man of any 
good degree of information, gives his dissenting voice to 
its every conclusion. It recognizes the principle, that a 
belief inthe tenet of endless misery, ensures a state of 
future happiness, and that-whoever doubts this opinion, 
has lost his senses. I shall not here insist upon what you 
say relative to the sanctions of the divine law, for it is fair 
to presume, that you wish to vindicate the doctrine that 
the fear engendered by this darling tenet, inevitably leads 
toa life of virtue, acceptable to God, and ensuring his 
salvation. Js thisthefact? That it is net, you shall have 
full proof from orthodox authority.— Your favourite com- 
mentator, Dr. Scott, gives his voice against your deduc- 
tion, in the most explicit language— 


“And yet, facts undeniably show, that men venture on 
ain,even with the threatening of everlasting misery sound- 





if DISMAYING THEIR HEARTS; for divine, as well 
as human laws, are weak through the flesh, and with 
ali their sanctions and barriers, are unable to affix bounda- 
ries to the swelling tide of humian depravity.” 


On the present occasion, no other authority need be 
quoted. He has not given an opinion on the subject, he 
appeals to undenrable facts, and in whatever light you 
view it, the assertion which you make is proved untrue by 
those of your own creed. If Mr. Scott uttered a false- 
hood, which every man of ‘observation knows he did not, 
this very circumstance as fully refutes your assertion, a8 
the admission of his statement. Take which horn of this 
dilemma you deem most expedient ; either destroys your 
premises, and the conclusion they were intended to sup- 


port vanishes into thin air. 


In thus summari’> destroying both your premises and 
conclusion, the ple:gc made in my two first statements has 
been redeemed. If the dreadful fears of future torment 
do not drive men to heaven, nor cause them to be virtuous, 
your reasons are at best, nugatory. Admitting your un- 
supported assertions respecting the conduct of professed 
Universalists to be true. (which would be a sweeping 
concession) your own principles would thereby gain noth- 
ng. Even sucha wholesale admission would bring us 
nearly ona /erel; asmall step, indeed, towards the estab- 
lishment of your tenets. But itis yet to be proved that 
the effects of a belief in the final holiness and happiness 
of all men, leads to the same HORRiD IMMORALITIES a8 
shall yet be fastened on those of your creed, by the most 
unquestioned and unquestionable authority. 

I shall close this number bya brief survey of the non- 
descript argument found in the last paragraph of your 
first letter. 

“What motive can you have for embracing the doctrine 
of universal salvation? If it be true, you have nothing to 
fear from rejecting it; but if it be false, you have every 
thing to fear from embracing it. Disbelieving the doc- 
trine can do you ro harm; but believing it may do you 
infinite injury.” 

To the question it is answered, because the belief in 
this doctrine gives peace and joy; and because we who 
believe, enter into rest, by being satisfied that he, without 
whom a sparrow falls not tothe ground, is fully able, and 
will finally bring into the one fold, all the erring chiidren 
of men, who are of more value than many sparrows. 
The ifs and buts which fellow the question, are too contem- 
|plible quibbles for sober investigation. Please accept the 
following parody in the room of criticism.— 


“If it be true” that your father in heaven is the friend 





of sinners, “you have nothing to fear from rejecting it ; 
but if” he be your enemy, “you have every thing to feat 
from” trusting him. Trust then, in an arm of flesh, for in 
that is your safety at all events. “Disbelieving tne doc- 
trine” of his equal goodness “can do you no harm; but 
believing it may do you infinite injury,” for it is most evi- 


dently safer to limit the Holy One of Israel, in the opera- 





ing in their cars; nay, with the trembling apprehension of 


tions of his grace, than to credit the testimony that “all 
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nations whom thou hast made shall come and worship be- 
fore thee, O Lord, and shall glorify thy name.” 

If this apology for an argument be any thing more or 
less thana bar to inquiry, and a bait for hypocrites, | will 
confess my inability to comprehend it. If it should prove 
true—it is of no possible consequence to doubt it, although 
truth is allowed to be the first point of inquiry. The be- 
lief of a lie is therefore preferable toa belief of the truth, 
unless thetruth should happ.n to be in orthodox hands. 
From such subterfuges,such hiding places for distressed 
argument, such sublimated nonsense, let every man who 
has independence of mind, turn in disgust. 

Yours, 


CANDIDUS. 
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“ Earnestly contend for the faith.” 
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Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right ?—GENEsIS 
Xvill. 25. 
(Concluded from page 14.) 

It is thus demonstrated that our text affirms the Judge 
of all the earth will do right to each and all, in every time, 
place and circumstance ; that he possesses a holy disposi- 
tion to administer justice throughout his vast monarchy 
without partiality, solicitation, or hire, and that this dis- 
position will never change, vary, nor terminate. 

If it can be shown that he is able to distinguish right 
from wrong, in the deepest recesses of the human soul, or 
to bestow pain or pleasure when guilt or uprightness is 
discovered, this part of our subject will be finished. Da- 
vid praying to God says, examine me, ‘O Lord, and 
prove me; try my reins and my heart. In advising Sol- 
omon he says, my son, know the God of thy fathers, and 
serve him with a perfect heart and with a willing mind ; 
for the Lord searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all 
the imaginations of the thoughts. Paul to the Hebrews 
says, the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharp- 
er than any two edged sword, piercing even to the divid- 
ing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, 
and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 
Neither is there apy creature that is not manifest in his 
sight; but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes 
of him with whom we have to do. Itis hence obvious 
that he can judge impartially through the dark cloud, 
through the deepest and most hidden recesses of the hu- 
man soul , for he is a God who searches the heart and tries 
the reins, that he may give to every man according to his 
works, yes, according to his thoughts and incomplete de- 
signs. 

A single quotation will evidence God’s ability to inflict 
punishment when it is due, or bestow reward when it is 
merited. Speaking to Abraham he says, I am the Almigh- 
ty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect. No defi- 





ciency of power can then defeat the execution of justice 
in any case, but desire, knowledge and omnipotence com- 
bine to give God the character of a righteous judge through 
earth and heaven. 


3. How will these conclusions answer when applied to 
the diversified concerns and final state of man? will the 
judge of all the earth do him justice individually and col- 
lectively without a single mistake, and without the least 
respect of persons? Unless this should be the case, God 
would not hold the balance of equity with an even hand, 
nor sustain that high and righteous character invariably 
attributed to him in the scrir* res. 

It is asserted by theological teachers that the whole 
race of man, without a single exception, deserves eternal 
misery for the defection of Adam, and that, if they receive 
their due, they will be universally’tonsigned to unceasing 
torment. But in consideration of Christ's sufferings and 
death, God has concluded to remit the punishment of 
some, though justly deserved, and to receive them to all 
the felicity of heaven through eternity. If this be true, 
the judge of all the earth will not do right, he will not 
display equality of administration, but that respect of per- 
sons which he condemns and punishes in human judges, 
and which he declares can never be affirmed of his gov- 
ernment. In plain terms, if any deserve eternal punish- 
ment, it must be imposed, or right cannot be done; brit 
should all merit unending torture, any hope of salvation 
must be founded on the injustice of God. For how can 
any reasonably expect safety when it is confessed that all 
have earnea eternal punishment, and that God will be 
faithful and just to give them their deserts, without addi 
tion or diminution? That the strength of this statement 
may be fairly tested, and its bearing on man distinctly 
seen, let us apply to the scriptures for instruction, and lis~- 
ten.to the declarations of God with all docility and trust. 
God speaking by Ezekie) says, ali souls are mine; as the 
soul of the father, so also the soul of the son is mine ; the 
soul that sinneth, t¢ shall die. Speaking by the same 
prophet about punishing a land with famine for its sins 
and trespasses, God says, though these three men, Noah. 
Daniel, and Job, were in it, théy should deliver but thei: 
own souls by their righteousness. Again, if [ send a pes- 
tilence into that land, and pour out my fury upon it in 
blood, to cut off man and beast; though Noah, Daniel, 
and Job, were in it, as I live, saith the Lord God, they 
shall deliver neither son nor daughter ; they shall but de- 
liver their own souls by their righteousness. Finally, we 
are taught by the apostle that he who doeth wrong shall 
receive for the wrong which he hath done, and that there 
is no respect of persons. If these scriptures have any in- 
teligible meaning, they most certainly declare the impossi- 
bility of transferring guilt or innocence, that each shall 
suffer for his own crimes, and that the righteous shal! 
neither deliver son nor daughter by their rectitude, but 
their own souls. 





Hence it is fair to infer from this record of heaven, that 
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if any deserve eternal pain, it is as certain that they will 
receive it, as it is that God will do right, or execute his 
threatening on the guilty. Aud the holy volume gives us 
as strong ground for believing that Noah, Daniel, and Job 
can deliver sinners from deserved temporal or eternal 
punishment by their righteousness, as that Christ can de- 
liver those who deserve eternal anguish from their just 
deserts by his sufferings and death. Could such a result 
be produced by the mediation of Jesus, the veracity of 
God would be destroyed, for he positively declares, the 
soul that sinneth, if shall die. Tad he said another may 
die for it, or it shall be considered guiltless because another 
is holy, we should have the authority of God on which to 
build the doctrine of substitution; but as the declarations 
of scripture are directly opposed to this hypothesis, let us 
heed God rather than man. 

From this examination we haye ascertained what is 
right ; that God, the judge of all the earth will do it to each, 
and that if any have merited eternal punishment, they 
will receive it, just as certainly as God will do right, and 
that their every hope of escape must be founded on the 
unrighteousness of God. Let each weigh these cousider- 
ations in even scales and sce if he cannot discover their 
truth, and that they honestly interpret the doctrine of the 
scriptures. 

— 
INTEMPERANCE. 

The subsequent remarks on drunkenness disclose much 
benevolence of feeling, if they do not suggest the most ad- 
visable method of reclaiming those deeply and doubly 
ruined individuals, who have been thought to belong to 


the hospital of the incurables. The urgency of the 


case at least will justify the experiment, when other offen- | 


ders againstthe peace and morals of the community have 
been confined at a great expense, and finally sent into the 
world with all their sins upon their heads, and with in- 
ercased ability and disposition to perpetrate new and more 
horrible malefactions. While ingenuity is tasked for the 
construction of the best prisons, and the choice of the most 
reforming discipline and employment of the convicts, shall 
no effectual measures be 4aken to check or reclaim ‘he in- 
temperate, when drunkenness is the pioneer of crime of al- 
most every description, the fruitful source of that wicked- 
ness Which fills our state prisons and penetentiaries, that 
spreads robbery and murder over the land and the sea, 
and makes thousands ef dwellings resound with 
shrieks of agony and the ravings of despair. 


the 
Shall mon- 
ey, and time, and intelligence be lavishly expended to 
convert hardened offenders, with a doubtful prospect of 
success, and shall nothing be done to prevent the inexpeir- 
enced from becoming the dupes of their own passions, and 
the victims of the most beastly indulgences? If morality 
be of taore worth than property or life, this subject cannot 
be viewed with indifference by any class of the communi- 
ty, unless they be stupified by intemperance, or strangely 


infatuated with regard to the true foundation of all bap- 


piness and security. The societies instituted for the sup- 
pression of intemperance bave done so little good, the en- 
actments of the Legislature have operated so little change, 
individual exertions have so frequently increased the vice 
they were intended to eradicate, that something new must 
be done, or our country, in other respects comparatively 
free, happy and prosperous, will be converted into one 
vast lazaretto, one immense receptacle of bloated, livid 
and furious vampires. 

If any thing can be devised to arrest this impending 
ruin, or check its awful ravages, let us do with our might 


whatever our hands find to do, and pray to God that our 





labors in the cause of religion and humanity may be pros- 
pered to the joy of the reformed, and the salvation of our 
country. 


Asytum For Davnkarns.—Among the various hu- 
mane and charitable institutions for which this city 1s dis- 
tinguished, we are surprised that an asvlum specially for 
drunkards should not have been established. We have, it 
is true, many drunkards confined in the Lunatic Asylum, 
but receiving them into that institation, supposes them to 
be lunatics, when, in fact, the confinement alone is neces- 
sary ; and it may be questionable whether a drunkard, 
who may be yet reclaimed, can feel settled, sober, or com- 
fortable, when surrounded by the unfortunate who have 
been bereft of reason from a variety of causes. Besides, a 
reception into the Lunatic Asylum is expensive, and it is 
to the poorer class of intemperate persons that relief should 
be afforded. 

The Asylum would prove a great charity, and recom- 
mends itself most strongly tothe humane and liberal. We 
believe the city would cheerfully lead its aid—an aid not 
to support, but to reclaim and regenerate, and to restore to 











society a reformed drunkard, and place him in the road to 
industry and future comfort. ‘There is no evil like intem- 
perance—a man ‘nay lose his fortune—he may not be able 
to procure employment—he has still health and energy 
left, but if he is a drunkard he is Jost. A gambler isa 
criminal of a lesser order, because, although drinking and 
gambling are allied, yet the gambler stops when he losses 
his money, but the drunkard never gives up his glass, be- 
cause it may be had, unfortunately, almost gratis. 

Drunkenness, we mean habitual drunkenness, is a mis- 
demeanor, and contrary to good morals, and should be 
punishable by law with confiuement. Hence the necessity 
of a special asylum in which they can be placed by a war- 
rant, by a trial by general information, or such legal forms 
as may be deemed necessary. ‘There are treatments for 
drunkards ‘Which cannot be used for lunatics. There are 
drags, diets, and a particular regimen to be observed, 
which in a few weeks or months, may reclaim inveterate 
drunkards—may create disgust and horror towards spirit- 
uous liquors, and restore to society a reformed man, and 
a good citizen. 

No greater misfortune can happen than the head ofa 
family being a drunkard—a man who spends his days and 
nights and exhausts his substance in taverns—who comes 
home late and intoxicated—who maltreats his wife, beats 
and neglects his children, and is evidently on the road to 
complete ruin. Equally unfortunate and more distressing 
is the case of a husband who basa drunken wife; and the 
number of drunken women, the worst of objects, is an ad- 
ditional call for this asylum. - There is, besides these, ano- 
ther class to which we refer with regret—we mean young 
men; and there are many who can be effectually re- 
claimed, if prompt and energetic steps are taken with 
them. 

Guardians are appointed to drunkards by law in several 





states, in order that their property may not be wasted ; 


but jn addition to this legal provision, au asylum is necee- 
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sary, in which su~<h measures may be adopted as many de- 
stroy the vile and vicious habits of intemperance. We 
trust that the subject will occupy the attention of those 
who have heretofore been zealous in establishing humane 
and benevolent institutions, and that something may be 
done to check the evil. 
Noah’s (N. Y.) Advoente. 
—=<>—— 

From the (Montrose, Pa.) Candid Examiner. 

LETTER OF EXCOMMUNICATION. 

“The Tioga Baptised Church of Christ, holding the 
doctrine of unconditional election, particular redemption 
or atonement for the elect only, holy vocation in time unto 
a state of grace and holmess here, and eternal glory here- 
after by Jesus Christ, Certify that our well beloved Elder 
Nehemiah H. Ripley, has ever been a faithful laborer in 
the gospel ever since he has been with us, and also in our 
fellowship and communion until this day; but in conse- 
quence of his publicly declaring that he believes that all 
the human family will finally be made holy and happy by 
Jesus Christ our Lord, we are under the painful necessity 
of excluding him from our visible communion. 

Done by order, and signed for the whole Church. 

DAVID FELLOWS, Ch. Clerk. 
Oct. 5th, 4. D. 1819.” 

Highly pleased with the ingenuousness and christian 
feeling which distinguish much of the above letter, with 
the terms of endearment and unmingled approbation 
which it bestows on Elder Ripley for his long continued 
faithfulness in the ministerial office, and his love of the 
brethren, we cannot repress our astonishment that he 
should be excluded from the Baptist Church, merely be- 
cause he believes the scriptures, which testify that Jesus 
But Elder Ripley will 


know how to pity and pray for his unenlightened breth- 


is the Saviour of the world. 


ren, as he has been in their condition, and to exert all 
the powers of his understanding and all the affections of 
his soul, that those who sit in darkness, in the region and 
shadow of death, may see a great light, the day-spring of 
heaven, and come into the blessings of the gospel in ail 
their purity and extent. Let him take for his solace the 
words of Christ to the persecuted disciples, and rejoice 
that he is counted worthy to suffer shame in the cause of 
his Master. Blessed are ye when men shail hate you, and 
when they shail separate you from their company, and shall 
reproach you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of 
man’s sake. Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy ; for 
behold, your reward is great in Heaven. 

We learn from the Candid Examiner that this excom- 
munication has been thus long unnoticed, because the let- 
ter has but recently been obtained of Elder Ripley ; and 
that he has lately connected himself with the Universal- 
ist, in the cherished hope of promoting a cause, which, 
from local circumstances, he has been unable to defend as 
publicly as he wished since his expulsion from the Bap- 
tist Church. May the Lord open the way befcre him, 
and cause the gospel to spread and be glorified, 

—— 
i> An article on eternal punishment, which we copied 


from an editorial essay in the Unitarian Miscellany, while 


been published in the Boston Magazine, Portland Intelli- 
geneer and Buffalo Advocate, and in the last paper credited 
tothe Magazine. While the utmost good feeling should 


journals for reciprocal and public advantage, no plagiarism 
should be committed, nor should one of the fraternity be 
treated with disrespect, unless he forfeit all claim to res- 
pect or consideration. 

—o 
i*Tur Epiror oF tae Curistian TEeLescore is 
requested to recollect that whoever borrows is bound to 


return what he takes. Ver. Sat. Sap. 




















| NIISCELLANEOUS. 
“*: DEDICATION. 


According to appointment, the new Universalist Meeting 
House at Haverhill, Mass..was solemnly dedicated to the 
worship of the God and Father of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, on Wednesday 30th ultimo. 


The introductory Prayer was offered by Br. William 
Bell, of New-Salem, N. H. 


The Consecrating Prayer, by Br. Thomas Whittemore 
of Cambridgeport. 

The reading of the Scriptures and Sermon, by Br. Ho- 
sea Ballou of Boston. 


The congregation was more numerous than could be 
conveniently accommodated, and the good order which was 
maintained, together with the devout and solemn demean- 
or pf the assemblage, gave acceptable evidence that the 
season was a time of retreshing from the presence of the 
Lord. That part of the devotions, which was performed 
by the choir, was not only edifymg tothe heart, but was 
performed in a style which highly commended both the 
skill and voices of the performers. 

The House is admirably constructed for convenience, 
contains 74 pews, besidesa gallery for the choir, and is se 
situated on the acclivity which rises north of the Merri- 
mack as to present a beautiful appearance to the traveller 
as he passes through Bradford, and commands an extensive 
prospect. Both prayers and hopes exercise our hearts, 
that the exertions which the believers in God’s universal 
Goodness have made in that place, for their accommoda- 
tion In offering their devotions to the Father of mercies, and 
for the promotion of divine truth in that region, may prove 
abundantly productive in their desired effects. U. Mog. 


—a——_ 
EFFECTS OF TERRIFIC PREACHING. 

Dr. Joseph Mason Cox, “physician to the long estah- 
lished asylum for lunatics, at the Fish Ponds, near Bris- 
tol,” and who belonged, from his childhood to his death, to 
that class of christians usually denominated Particalar, or 
Calvinistic. Baptists, observes, in his practical treatise on 
insanity—“My experience has furnished many unhappy 
instances,in which the misplaced, injudicious zeal of preach- 
ers has induced hypochondriasis ; im others, insanity of the 
most incurable species, aud moping melancholy often te: 
minated by suicide. Professors of this description, with 
the very best intentions, too frequently make no allowance 
for the peculiarity of natural disposition, and imprte to se- 
rious conviction and ceiestial influence what more proper 
ly belongs to ancipient disease, or the agency of certain 
moral and physical causes. Nothing is more calculated te 
depress hope and induce despondency, than the indiscrimiv 
ate practice of minutely describing, in the most glowing 
colours, the horrors of hell, and the suderings of the damn 
ed, dwelling on the judgments, more than on the mercy and 





if was conducted by the Rey. F. W. P. Greenwood, has 


the goodne ss of the Deis » Universalist Magazine. 
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THE REASONABLENESS OF CHRISTIANITY. 

All the precepts of christianity are reasonable and 
wise, requiring such duties as are suitable to the light of 
nature, and as approve themselves to the best reason of 
mankind; such as have their foundation in the nature of 
God, and are an imitation of the dive excellences ; such 
as tend to the perfection of human nature, and to raise 
the minds of men to the highest pitch of goodness and 
virtue. They command nothing that is unnecessary, they 
omit nothing that may tend to the glury of God, or the 
welfare of men, nor do they restrain us in any thing but 
what is contrary to the regular inclinations of uature, or 
to our reason, and true interest; they forbid us nothing 
but what is base and unwerthy to serve our humors and 
passions, to make ourselves fools and beasts. Ina word, 
they restrain us in nothing but what tends to our private 
harm, or prejudice, to public disorder and ¢ -nfusion. 

TILLoTsonN. 
—<>—— 
ON JUDGING JUSTLY. 

A perfectly just and sound mind isa rare and invaluable 
eift. Butit is still more unusual tosee such a mind unbi- 
assed in all its actions. God has given this soundness of 
mind to few; anda very smal] number of those few escape 
the bias of some predilection, perhaps habitually operating; 
and none are, at all times, perfectly free. I once saw this 
subject forcibly illustrated. A watchmaker told me that a 
gentleman had put an exquisite watch into his hands, that 
went irregularly. lt was as perfect a piece of work as was 
ever made. He took it to pieces and put it together again 
tweniy times. No manner of defect was to be discovered, 
and yet the watch went intolerably. At last it struck him; 
that, possibly, the balance wheel might have been near a 
magnet. On applying aneedle to it he found his suspicions 
true. Here was all the mischief. The steel work in the 
others parts of the watch had a perpetual influence on its 
motions; and the watch went as well as possible with a 
new wheel. If the soundest mind be MAGNETIZED by any 
predilection, it must act irregularly. Cecil. 
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“Let every thing that hath breath praise the Lord.” 
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[SELECTED. | 
ON SEEING A DECEASED INFANT. 


And this is death ! how cold and still, 
Aud yet how lovely it appears ! 

Too cold to let the gazer smile, 

But far too beautiful for tears, 

The sparkling eye no more is brighit, 

The cheek hath lost its rose-like red ; 
And yet it is with strange delight 

I stand and gaze upon the dead. 


But when I see the fair wide brow 

Fialf shaded by the silken hair, 

That never looked so fair as now 

When life and health were laughing there ; 
I wonder not that grief should swe}! . 
So wildly upward in the breast, 

And that strong passion once rebel 

That need not, cannot be supprest 








I wonder not that parents’ eyes 
In gazing thus grow cold and dim, 

That burning tears and aching sighs 

Are blended with the funeral hymn; 
The spirit hath an earthly part 

That weeps when earthly pleasure flies, 
And heaven would scorn the frozen heart 
That melts not when the infant dies. 


And yet why mourn? that deep repose 
Shall never more be broke by pain; 
Those lips no more in sighs unclose, 
Those eyes shall never weep again. 

For think not that the blushing flower 
Shali wither in the church-yard sod, 
*T was made to gild an angel’s bower 
Within the paradise of God 


Once more | gaze—and swift and far 
The clouds of death and sorrow fly ; 

I see thee like a new-born star 

Move up thy pathway in the sky : 

The star hath rays serene and bright 
But cold and pale compared with thine 
For thy orb shines with heavenly light, 
With beams unfailing and divine. 


Then let the burtheved heart be free, 
The tears of sorrow all be shed, 

And parents calmly bend to see 

The mournful beauty of the dead; 
Thrice happy—that their infant bears 
To heaven no darkening stains of sin 
And only breathed life’s morning airs 
Before its evening storms begin. 


Farewell! I shall not soon forget ! 

Although thy heart hath ceased to beat 

My memory warmly treasures yet 

Thy features calm and mildly sweet, 

But no, that look is not the last, 

We yet may meet where seraphs dwell, 
Where love no more deplores the past, 

Nor breathes that withering word—farewell. 


aS 
MARRIED, 
At Portland, (Maine) on the 27th ult. by Elder Samuel 


Rand, Rev. RussEti STREETER, Pastor of the first Uni 
versalist Church in that town, to Miss Faustina Cook. 








DIED, 


Tn this town, Mr. Isaac Fowler, 83. 
At East-W indsor, Mr. Samuel Bartlett, 81. 
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Know that we are not in the habit of saying much con- 
cerning their delinquency, but after long waiting and ma- 


‘| ny indirect calls for settlement, we now declare they must 


pay in a short time, or find their accounts in the hands of 
an officer. 


No paper is discontinued till all arrearages are paid, of 
at the discretion of the publisher; and those are holden 
who subscribe for it, but refuse to take it from the Post 
Office, without informing the proprietor. 
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considered responsible for the money, and agents for the 
paper. 
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